Chatham:  His Work and its Results
his own territorial limit. As Southern Secretary, the Duke of Newcastle had nothing to do with Austria, which belonged to the Northern Secretary. This, in succession to Townshend, was William Stanhope, known from 1730 as Lord Harrington. Like Benjamin Keene, he learned diplomacy in the same Spanish school as that studied in by his famous kinsman of an earlier day, the first Earl Stanhope. As has been done by other members of his profession, he illustrated the diplomatic aptitude hereditary in certain families ; if, since him, none of his stock have been ambassadors, every generation of Stanhopes has produced men cast by Nature for the part of , diplomatist. Newcastle was bent on including all foreign affairs in his province ; he plagued Harrington, as he had plagued Robiason, Keene and others before him, with letters marked " most private and confidential," not exactly instructing their recipients what to do, but only saying what, if he were in their position, the writer would do himself.
The chaotic character of our international statesmanship in the early eighteenth century was further promoted by the frequent absences of the two first Georges in Hanover, George I. made the journey to and fro five times in the thirteen years of his reign ; his son, including the time spent on the road, out of the three-and-thirty years of his kingship, passed an aggregate of three in his German realm. As absolutist in their pretensions and as autocratic in their ideas as the Stuarts, the earlier Hanoverian kings used their Secretaries of State, Northern or Southern, as servants of their household at home for sending instructions to their representatives
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